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Analysis on the Environmental Carrying Capacity, the Mechanisms
of Environmental Changes and Its Drive Forces in Shanxi, China

Li Suqing Wang Xiangdong
(Department of Remote Sense and Information Management, College of

Urbanism and Tourism, Taiyuan Normal University, Taiyuan 030012, China)

( Abstract] According to the theory of ecology, the environmental carrying capacity, the
mechanisms of environmental changes and its drive forces in Shanxi were analyzed by using the
method of environmental carrying capacity. The results showed that the population pressure in
the regional-evel cities of Taiyuan, Yuncheng and Linfen were much higher than that of the
carrying capacities of water and soil resources, which seriously affected their regions sustainable
development. The main reasons causing the environmental pollutions and ecological degradation in
Shanxi were due to its resources-oriented industrial structure and extensive economic mode, then
the corresponding countermeasures to harmonize the development of resources, environment and
economy in Shanxi was proposed.
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